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 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Y1 Let’s Explore the UK! 

 

LO: To be able to identify the countries of the UK locational 
knowledge  

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2ksxbk  

 

LO: To be able to identify the capital cities of the UK locational 

knowledge 
 

LO: To be able to identify the seas around the UK human & 

physical geography 

 

LO: To be able to identify features and characteristics of the 
countries of the UK – rivers, mountains, cities, roads human & 

physical geography 

 

Investigation: what will you see when you explore London? 

human & physical geography 
 

My world and me 

 

LO: To find out where the UK, the equator and the poles are on 
a world map human & physical geography 

 

LO: To compare the land features and climate of the UK and 

Ecuador human & physical geography 

 
LO: To compare and understand the geographical similarities 

and differences of a small area of the UK (Dartford, Kent) and 

Ecuador place knowledge 

 

LO: To identify physical and human features in aerial photos of 
hot and cold countries human & physical geography 

 

Investigation: which animals live in hot and cold countries?  

 

LO: To find out where different animals live in the world – hot 
and cold countries human & physical geography 

 

Where do I live? 

(Local walk) 

LO: To identify the location of our school locational knowledge 
link to previous Y1 learning: set the context of our school on the 

world map, starting large and narrowing focus – continent – 

country – town. Revise/re-teach the vocabulary from Aut and Spr 2 

 

LO: To be able to describe the human features of our school 
human & physical geography/geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To be able to describe the physical features of our school 

human & physical geography/geographical skills & fieldwork 

 
LO: To explore the human features of the town we live in 

human & physical geography 

 

LO: To explore the physical features of the town we live in 

human & physical geography 
 

LO: To make a simple map of where you live/go to school 

geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

Investigation: where do I live? 
 

LO: To be able to describe where you live place knowledge 

Key vocabulary: map, united, kingdom, England, Northern 

Ireland, Wales, Scotland, river 

Key vocabulary: equator, north, south, pole, world, map, 

countries, similar, different  

Key vocabulary: Europe, United Kingdom, country, urban, rural, 

town, human, physical  
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Cross-curricular art links: 

primary colours, hot and cold, make an Earth  

 

Y2 Map Makers! 
Link to Y1 geog: use landmarks studied when looking at non-

European country (Ecuador) 

LO: To be able to use compass points to navigate around a map 

geographical skills & fieldwork 

 
LO: To use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise and create landmarks geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and surroundings 
geographical skills & fieldwork/local walk 

Seas and Coasts 
 

 

LO: To locate and identify oceans and continents locational 

knowledge/human & physical geography 

 
LO: To find out about British beaches human & physical 

geography 

 

LO: To find out about British seas human & physical geography 

 

Around the world – continents and oceans  
Link to Y2 history (Sum 1)– Christopher Columbus discovering 

Americas  

LO: To be able to locate Europe on a world map and identify 

some of its countries and features locational knowledge/ place 

knowledge/human & physical geography 
 

LO: To be able to locate Asia on a world map and explore the 

features and characteristics of China locational knowledge/ 

place knowledge/human & physical geography 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2ksxbk
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LO: To devise a simple map and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key geographical skills & fieldwork 
 

LO: To design a map, referring to key human features 

geographical skills & fieldwork/ human & physical geography 

 

LO: To create a 3D map using their own designs geographical 
skills & fieldwork 

 

Investigation: what can a map tell me?  

  
➢ Louise E Jefferson – cartographer  Black History 

Month: Honoring Louise E. Jefferson | University 

Libraries | University of Colorado Boulder  

 

LO: To use fieldwork skills to find out about a place 

geographical skills & fieldwork. Trip to Allhallows Beach, 

Rochester? 
 

Investigation: are all beaches around the world the same?  

 

LO: To compare a British beach with one from a contrasting 

non-European country place knowledge. Could link back to 
Ecuador (prev studied in Y1) or Egypt (feeding forward into Y3 

geog).  

 

LO: To understand the geographical similarities and 

differences of a small area of the UK compared with a 
contrasting non-European country place knowledge/ human & 

physical geography 

 

 

LO: To be able to locate Australia on a world map and identify 

some of its features and characteristics locational knowledge/ 

place knowledge/human & physical geography 
 

LO: To be able to locate Africa on a world map and explore the 

features and characteristics of Kenya locational knowledge/ 

place knowledge/human & physical geography 

 
LO: To be able to identify North America on a world map and 

explore the characteristics and features of the USA locational 

knowledge/ place knowledge/human & physical geography (link 

to Y2 history – Columbus discovering the Americas) 

 
LO: To be able to locate South America on a world map and 

explore the features and characteristics of Brazil locational 

knowledge/ place knowledge/human & physical geography (link 

to Y2 history – Columbus discovering the Americas) 

 
Investigation: how does Antarctica compare to Brazil and the 

USA? 

 

LO: To be able to locate Antarctica on a world map and identify 

some of its features and characteristics locational knowledge/ 
place knowledge/human & physical geography 

Key vocabulary: map, compass, navigate, landmarks, 

perspective, observe, construct, symbol, human features  

Key vocabulary: ocean, continent, sea, coasts, beach, British, 

maps, atlases, fieldwork, similar, different  

Key vocabulary: continent, country, ocean, population, equator, 

weather, identify, human geography, physical geography, Earth, 

similarities, differences  
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 Cross-curricular DT links (cooking & nutrition):  

Preparing a continental packed lunch – see DT overview for 

objectives 
Key vocabulary: variety, diet 
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Y3 Our European Neighbours 

LO: To be able to locate Europe on a world map and find out 
about its features (recap UK and its capital cities) locational 

knowledge 
 

LO: To be able to identify and locate countries in Europe 

locational knowledge 
 

LO: To be able to identify European countries according to 

their features locational knowledge/ human & physical 

geography 
 

LO: To be able to identify the major capital cities of Europe 
locational knowledge 
 

The River Nile 

(link to Y3 history: Egyptians, Spring 1) 
LO: To be able to describe the location of the River Nile 

locational knowledge/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To be able to describe the features of the River Nile human 

& physical geography/ locational knowledge 
 

LO: To be able to describe the journey of the River Nile from 

source to mouth human & physical geography/ locational 

knowledge 

 
LO: To explore the physical and human geography of the Nile 

Delta human & physical geography 

Investigating Coasts 

 
LO: To find out what coasts are and how they are formed 

human & physical geography 
 

LO: To find out about the physical features of coasts and the 

processes of erosion that affect them human & physical 

geography 
 

LO: To be able to identify different types of beaches human & 

physical geography 

 
Investigation: is every coastal area the same?  

 

https://www.colorado.edu/libraries/2023/02/20/black-history-month-honoring-louise-e-jefferson
https://www.colorado.edu/libraries/2023/02/20/black-history-month-honoring-louise-e-jefferson
https://www.colorado.edu/libraries/2023/02/20/black-history-month-honoring-louise-e-jefferson
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LO: To be able to compare two European capital cities 

locational knowledge/ human & physical geography 
 

LO: To find out about the human and physical features of a 

European country human & physical geography 

 

Investigation: what are the human and physical similarities 

and differences between a place in the UK and in Europe?  
 

LO: To understand the human and physical similarities and 

differences of a place in the UK and in Europe human & physical 

geography 

An opportunity for classes to apply their knowledge and skills 
when studying, comparing and contrasting the human and 

physical features of an area of the UK (class-specific) to a place in a 

European country (class-specific). Could select a place in Italy to 

feed into learning on Roman Empire in Summer 1.  

 

LO: To explore uses for the River Nile and how these have 

changed over time human & physical geography/ geographical 
skills & fieldwork 

 

Investigation: how could you compare the River Nile to the 

River Darent?  

 
LO: To be able to make comparisons with a local River – River 

Darent geographical skills & fieldwork/place knowledge 

River Darent - London's Lost Rivers - Book and Walking Tours by 

Paul Talling (londonslostrivers.com)  

LO: To be able to use maps and secondary sources to research 

and describe coastal areas geographical skills & fieldwork 
 

LO: To compare the physical features of coasts in the UK 

human & physical geography - science link to rocks/fossils found 

in Dorset by Mary Anning. 
 

 

 

 

 

Key vocabulary: continent, Europe, capital city, compare, human 

geography, physical geography, population, seas, oceans, 
geographical features (landmarks, currency, population)  

Key vocabulary: physical geography, human geography, river, 

climate, population, desert, river bank, settlement, ecosystem 

Key vocabulary: coast, beach, erosion, formation, deposition, 

process, coastline 
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https://www.londonslostrivers.com/river-darent.html
https://www.londonslostrivers.com/river-darent.html
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Y4 In The Desert 

 

LO: To find out what deserts are and where in the world they 
are located locational knowledge/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To investigate the weather and climate of deserts 

locational knowledge/human & physical geography 

 
LO: To find out about desert formations locational 

knowledge/human & physical geography 

 

LO: To find out how deserts are used by humans locational 

knowledge/human & physical geography 
 

LO: To find out about people who live in deserts locational 

knowledge/human & physical geography 

 

Investigation: what effect does desertification have?  
 

LO: To find out about the causes and effects of desertification 

human & physical geography 

 

 
 

The United Kingdom 

 

LO: To be able to identify and describe key geographical 
features of the United Kingdom. Link to Greenwich Meridian/ 

longitude and latitude human & physical geography/locational 

knowledge 

 

LO: To be able to identify and locate the counties of the United 
Kingdom geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To be able to locate and identify towns and cities in the UK 

latitude human & physical geography/locational knowledge/ 

geographical skills & fieldwork 
 

LO: To find out about the hills and mountains of the UK human 

& physical geography/locational knowledge/ geographical skills & 

fieldwork 

 
LO: To explore the formation of mountains and volcanoes 

human & physical geography/locational knowledge 

 

LO: To find out about the seas and coasts of the UK human & 

physical geography/locational knowledge/ geographical skills & 
fieldwork 

 

LO: To be able to identify and explore the major rivers of the 

UK human & physical geography/locational knowledge/ 

geographical skills & fieldwork 
See Y3 vocab on rivers and introduce new vocabulary: 

• meander  

• mouth 

• delta 

 

Investigation: what are the geographical features of our 
county?  

 

LO: To use four figure grid references when using Ordnance 

Survey maps geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present 
the human and physical features in the local area (using sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies) place 

knowledge 

Plants of the World 

 

LO: To be able to identify the location of plants around the 
world geographical skills & fieldwork/locational 

knowledge/human & physical geography - feeding forward in to 

Amazon rainforest studied Y5 South America 

 

LO: To explore what biomes are and identify major biomes 
around the world human & physical geography 

 

LO: To understand the structure of a rainforest geographical 

skills & fieldwork/locational knowledge 

 
LO: To explore how plants survive in extreme environments 

geographical skills & fieldwork/locational knowledge 

 

LO: To explore the role of plants in agriculture human & 

physical geography/place knowledge 
Introducing trade, imports, exports  

 

Investigation: how could deforestation affect our lives?  

 

➢ Botanist – Marie Clark Taylor – looked at the 
influence of light on plant growth  

 

Key vocabulary: desert, formation, climate, weather, arid, 

ecosystem, land use, desertification, cause, effect, precipitation 
 

Key vocabulary: county, town, city, region, mountain, volcano, 

formation, erosion, human geography, physical geography, urban, 
rural, Ordnance Survey map, 4-figure grid reference 

Key vocabulary: biome, rainforest, diverse, environment, 

agriculture, botanist, continent, elevation, precipitation, economy 
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Cross-curricular DT links (cooking & nutrition): 

Preparing dishes inspired by the UK – see DT overview for 

objectives 
Key vocabulary: seasonality, process 
 

 

Y5  Village Settlers 

(Local link – Wilmington village) 
LO: To find out about the needs of early settlers and the origins 

of place names geographical skills & fieldwork/ human & physical 

geography 

 

LO: To be able to identify settlements and reasons for their 
original siting geographical skills & fieldwork/ human & physical 

geography 

 

LO: To describe the types of settlements in modern Britain: 

villages, towns, cities human & physical geography 
 

LO: To be able to identify a range of mapping symbols and 

know their meanings geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To understand and describe how settlements are 
connected geographical skills & fieldwork/ human & physical 

geography 

 

LO: To locate and name the main counties and cities in/around 

Kent place knowledge/geographical skills & fieldwork/ human & 
physical geography 

 

LO: To compare a village in the UK (Wilmington) to a village in 

Normandy, France place knowledge/geographical skills & 

fieldwork/ human & physical geography - history link, William the 
Conqueror studied in Spring 1 Y4 history, link to Y1 history – 

castles and medieval buildings 

 

Investigation: what are the key geographical features of 

settlements? 
 

LO: To be able to design a village settlement influenced by 

physical features and personal choice geographical skills & 

fieldwork/ human & physical geography 

 
LO: To use six-figure grid references geographical skills & 

fieldwork 

South America 

 
LO: To locate the main countries in Europe and South America 

and locate and name principal cities location knowledge/ 

geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To find out about the climate in South America. – link to 
water cycle human & physical geography 

 

LO: To find out about the major mountain ranges of South 

America human & physical geography/ geographical skills & 

fieldwork 
 

LO: To find out about the human geography of South America 

human & physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To find out about trade and industry in South America. 
human & physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

Investigation: what attracts people to a place? 

 

LO: To be able to carry out an in-depth study of a South 
American country human & physical geography/ geographical 

skills & fieldwork/locational knowledge 

 

LO: To compare an area of South America with the UK human & 

physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork/place 
knowledge 

 

 Key vocabulary: settlement, Britain, Ordnance Survey, symbol, 

six-figure grid reference, routeway, urban, rural  

Key vocabulary: continent, climate, country, mountain, trade, 

export, coast, river, water cycle, rainforest, United Kingdom 
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 Cross-curricular music links  

 
Cross-curricular DT links (cooking & nutrition): 

Preparing dishes inspired by South America – see DT overview for 

objectives 
Key vocabulary: nutrients, processed 

Y6 North America 

 
LO: To identify the countries of North America geographical 

skills & fieldwork/place knowledge/locational knowledge 

 

LO: To investigate and compare climates in North America 

human & physical geography  
 

LO1: To explore the geographical features of North America 

locational knowledge: key topographical features/ human & 

physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

LO2: To use 6-figure grid references geographical skills & 
fieldwork (note progression from Y4) 

 

LO: To explore the capital cities of North American countries 

geographical skills & fieldwork/locational knowledge 

 
 

Investigation: how could you geographically compare a region 

in North America with the UK? 

 

LO: To compare a region in the UK with a region in North 
America place knowledge/ human & physical geography 

 

LO: To research the human and physical geography of a 

particular North American country human & physical 

geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

The Caribbean 

 
(Revise previous knowledge) 

LO1: To be able to locate the continents Africa, Asia, 

Australasia/Oceania on a world map and identify some of its 

countries and features (Identify: their main environmental 

regions; key physical and human geography and major cities) 
geographical skills & fieldwork: using maps, grid references, maps 

skills/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

LO2: To know and use the eight compass points geographical 

skills & fieldwork (note progression from Y2) 

 
LO: To know where the Caribbean is and what islands it 

consists of geographical skills & fieldwork: using maps, grid 

references, maps skills) 

 

LO: To explore the physical geography of the Caribbean human 
& physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 

LO: To find out about the climate of the Caribbean human & 

physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 
LO: To explore the human geography of the Caribbean human 

& physical geography/ geographical skills & fieldwork 

 
Investigation: which natural disasters occur in the Caribbean?  

 

 

Key vocabulary: continent, mainland, island, province, climate, 
geographical features, human and physical geography, capital 

city, compare, research, investigate, six-figure grid references  

Key vocabulary: island, mainland, sovereign countries, 
dependent countries, inhabited, uninhabited, region, diverse, 

landforms 
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• Intentional teaching of knowledge and skills 
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• Geography has a half-termly focus  

• Clear knowledge and skills focus 

• Knowledge organisers at the start of each half-termly unit prescribing knowledge, skills, key concepts and vocabulary to ensure parity across the year group 

• Layered learning and clear progress over the six year cycle 

• Opportunities for writing in the wider curriculum  

• Phases of the learning journey: pre-assessment – whole-class discussion around knowledge and YG specific skills as a geographer; familiarisation and exploration – a clear 

sequence of learning objectives balancing skills and knowledge; investigation – introduction of a key question to allow the children to apply their knowledge and skills learnt, 

opportunity to dig deeper and personalised learning; planning, revising – pupil’s independent enquiry; reflecting – use the ‘I can’ statements to allow chn to reflect on their 

knowledge and skills learnt and how they have demonstrated it, assessment opportunity for teachers.    


