This information report should be read in conjunction with the Special
Educational Need and Disability Policy, which can be found here.
In line with the Code of Practice, 2014, the information in this report will
include information surrounding the following:

How pupils with special educational needs are identified at Oakfield
Primary Academy, how their needs are assessed and the contact details of
the SENCos:

At Oakfield Primary Academy, we aim to give every child a positive experience throughout
their journey, so that they remember their school years with great pride and pleasure. Our
school is part of the Golden Thread Alliance and we pride ourselves in upholding the values
of Respect, Responsibility and Equality, with careful consideration given to ensuring the
curriculum is accessible for all pupils. Oakfield Primary Academy currently hold the ‘Flagship’
accreditation for Inclusion, awarded by the Inclusion Quality Mark
in 2022, reviewed annually. In a recent review in July 2023, the
assessor commented:

“Oakfield meets all the criteria (and more) of an IQM Flagship
school. They do not stand still for very long and are constantly
looking forward to finding what works for their children. They have
much to be proud of. | am therefore firmly of the opinion that
Oakfield Primary Academy continues to fully meet the standard
required by the Inclusion Quality Mark’s Inclusive School Award to
maintain its status as a Flagship school.”

We value all children equally and work hard to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their
specific needs, make the best possible progress in school. Every child is encouraged to
develop their best - intellectually, emotionally, physically and socially. Through our value of
‘Equality” we have a responsibility to enable all children to have equal access to the whole
curriculum, and to play as full a part as possible in all aspects of school life. All children are
entitled to experience success.

At Oakfield Primary Academy, we embrace the fact that every child is an individual and
therefore the educational needs of every child are different. In line with the Code of Practice
2014, in deciding whether to make special educational provision, the teacher and SENCos
consider the information gathered from within the school about the pupil's progress,
alongside national data and expectations of progress.

At Oakfield, children are identified as having SEND through a variety of ways, usually a
combination, which may include some of the following:
¢ Liaison with previous school or pre-school setting
e Child performing below ‘age expected’ levels or equivalent, despite accessing whole
class level of intervention for a reasonable length of time to monitor progress
e Concerns raised by a parent or carer during initial transition, regular parent-
consultation meetings or a meeting held at the request of the parent or carer based
on presenting needs of the child


https://golden-thread.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/SEND-Policy.pdf

e Concerns raised by a teacher, for example if a child’s social, emotional or mental
health needs is affecting their academic performance and emotional wellbeing

e Lliaison with external agencies e.g. occupational therapy, speech and language
therapy

e Use of tools for standardized assessment such as: Speech and Language link, Dyslexia
screener, WRIT Intelligence test, York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension,
Single Word Spelling test, Accelerated Reader STAR reading test.

The SEND Code of Practice: for 0 to 25 years (DfE, 2014) defines SEND as follows:

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for
special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a
young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
e have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the
same age; or
e have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational
facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream
schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.

This difficulty may relate to one or more of the four areas below:
e Communication and interaction
e Cognition and learning
e Social, emotional & mental health difficulties
e Sensory or physical conditions

More specifically: Speech and language delay, social communication difficulties, anxiety/low
self- esteem, autism spectrum disorder (ASD), fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD),
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), attention deficit disorder (ADD), general
learning difficulties (GLD), sensory processing difficulties, dyslexia and dyspraxia. Further
information on the four areas of need can be found in the SEND policy by clicking here

Once a child is identified as having a special educational need, they will be recorded on
Oakfield's SEN support register. Children on the SEN support register require much more
support in order to access the national curriculum.

The Code of Practice, 2014, states:

Where a pupil is identified as having SEN, schools should take action to remove barriers to
learning and put effective special educational provision in place. This SEN support should
take the form of a four-part cycle through which earlier decisions and actions are revisited,
refined and revised with a growing understanding of the pupil’s needs and of what supports
the pupil in making good progress and securing good outcomes. This is known as the
graduated approach. It draws on more detailed approaches, more frequent review and more
specialist expertise in successive cycles in order to match interventions to the SEN of children
and young people.

SEN support is adapted depending on how effective it has been in achieving the agreed
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outcomes. After taking relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the SEN of
the child, if a child is not yet making expected progress, the relevant SENCo would meet with
parents and carers to discuss the consideration of applying for an Education, Health and Care
needs assessment. Parents and carers can also request an Education, Health and Care Needs
assessment, after discussion with the school.

At Oakfield Primary Academy, in January 2024, current numbers of children with SEND are as
follows:

Numbers of | Numbers of | Total number of | % of children in
pupils with SEN | pupils with an | children  with | the school with
As of January | support Education, SEN support or | SEN support or
2024 Health and/or | an EHCP an EHCP
Care Plan
(EHCP)
99 40 139 21.35%

Oakfield are currently experiencing a much higher than average precedence of pupils with
EHC plans. There are also a number of pupils currently undergoing statutory assessment.

At Oakfield Primary Academy, the Inclusion team consists of:

For pupils in the | For pupils in Reception | For pupils in | For pupils in Years 5 or
Nursery with SEN or Year 1with SEN Years 2-4 | Year 6 with SEN

with SEN, or

pupils in the

ARC/SRP
Nicola Dixon, SENCo | Keeleigh Jackson, SENCo | Karen  Silva- | Julia McCloskey, Deputy
Nicola.dixon@golde | Keeleigh.jackson@golde | Netto-Short, Headteacher for
n-thread.org n-thread.org Assistant Inclusion, SENCo

Headteacher, | Julio.mccloskey@golde

SRP lead, | n-thread.org

SENCo

Karen.silva-

netto-

short@golden

-thread.org

At Oakfield Primary Academy, the wider Inclusion team also consists of Ella Lucia - SEND
administrator, Melanie Silva-Netto-Short and Kate Goode - SRP lead teachers, Geraldine
Dixon - Therapeutic Play Practitioner, Julie Sillett - counsellor, Claire Allen - Family Liaison
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Officer and Julia Harris - speech and language therapy assistant .
Oakfield's SEND governor is Nichola Perez, who can be contacted on nichola.pereza@golden-

thread.org

Arrangements for consulting young people with SEN, parents and carers of
children with SEN and involving them in their child’s education

Parents and carers of pupils on the SEN register receive termly communication of the targets
their children are working on. This is in the form of either a targeted plan/individual provision
map, personalised or provision plan. Parents and carers are also invited to teacher
consultation meetings three times’ annually where SEN information is shared with parents.
The SENCos attends some of these meetings at the request of the parents, carers or class
teacher. In addition to this communication, parents and carers of children with SEN are
provided with a termly newsletter outlining any upcoming events. Parents and carers of pupils
with SEN have also been invited to coffee mornings where Kent PACT and Beams have
presented previously.

For children in receipt of an EHCP, there is an Annual Review scheduled once annually, where
the child’s class teacher, SENCo and pqrents/corers can attend and share their views. At
times, representatives from the local authority, such as the Inclusion Advisor, Paula Barnes,
are invited to attend and private health services such as Occupational Therapy and Speech
and Language therapy provide written reports ahead of the meeting.

If a pupil is receiving therapy stated above, or undergoes assessments to further understand
their SEN, assessment results, targets and/or reports are shared in a timely manner with
parents and carers.

Arrangements for assessing and reviewing children and young people’s
progress towards outcomes. This should include the opportunities
available to work with parents and young people as part of this
assessment and review

At Oakfield, class teachers review the effectiveness of interventions and the progress pupils
make towards achieving these outcomes three times’ annually. A combination of assessment
is used to monitor progress including, but not limited to the following assessment:
PiXI assessments, Milestone Assessment toolkit, Portage checklist, Pre-key stage
standard checklists, reading fluency assessments, Accelerated Reader STAR reading
assessments, Single Word Spelling assessments, Times Table rockstars and Numbots
data, Read Write Inc termly phonics assessments, Boxall profiling, Leuven scales,
behaviour tracking analysis and ongoing teacher formative assessment.

For children with an EHCP, their progress towards achieving outcomes is recorded on the
provision plan, shared with parents and carers three times’ annually.
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Arrangements for supporting children and young people in moving
between phases of education and in preparing for adulthood

For pupils in Oakfield Nursery, who have secured a place within Oakfield’s Reception intake,
pupils with SEN will be supported with an individualised transition plan, which parents and
carers will be informed of prior to their child starting Reception. Nursery SENCo, Ms Dixon, will
work directly with the Reception leaders to plan for a smooth transition, particularly for pupils
with SEN.

For pupils joining Reception who attend a pre-school setting other than Oakfield Nursery, pre-
school settings will meet with Miss Jackson, at the Early Years to Primary transition network
event, facilitated by Dartford Specialist Teaching and Learning Service. At this meeting, Miss
Jackson will often attend nursery or pre-school settings to gain an understanding of the
child’s needs to inform future planning and smooth transition into Reception.

For pupils new to the school, securing a place through In-Year admissions, the relevant SENCo
will contact the previous school's SENCO and ensure they know about any special
arrangements or support that the child requires. Where possible, a planning meeting will take
place with the SENCO from the new school. SENCos will ensure all records are passed on as
soon as possible.

For pupils moving year groups, Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in
advance and in all cases a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. SEND
paperwork and reports from outside agencies will be shared. Transition plans or social stories
are created for the children who require additional support with change.

For pupils in Year 6, Miss McCloskey, will liaise with secondary school SENCos at the Primary to
Secondary network meeting, facilitated by Dartford Specialist Teaching and Learning Service.
Parents and carers will provide consent to the information being shared and further notified
after the meeting based on agreed transition arrangements. This may include additional
transition meetings, attending summer school provision, secondary school staff visiting pupils
within their Year 6 provision or bespoke transition work being carried out.

For pupils within the SRP, Mrs Silva-Netto-Short will work in close collaboration with the
receiving secondary school, SRP or specialist setting to arrange transition in line with the
child’s EHCP.

How adaptations are made to the curriculum and the learning
environment of children and young people with SEN

The school follows all guidelines and legal requirements set out in the DDA (Disability
Discrimination Act), 1995. As part of the Equality Act 2010, a disability is defined as follows:

‘A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment which has a
substantial and long-term adverse effect on his ability to carry out normal day to day



activities.’

In our school, the building is adapted when necessary to meet the specific needs of our pupils
and staff. We have additional facilities in place in some parts of the school to support pupils
with specific needs, including a care suite. The learning environment is continually adapted
to meet the needs of all needs within the class. Oakfield is audited on its Accessibility, further
details can be located here on the most recent audit.

Oakfield Primary Academy’s curriculum strives to foster the curiosity and confidence of
learners and equip them with the independence to apply their knowledge and skills learnt
throughout their primary career to wider concepts. We firmly believe that every child has the
potential to ‘dig deeper’ into their learning and develop their acquisition of subject-specific
knowledge and skills to ask and answer wider questions. ‘The Learning Journey' is the vehicle
in which we use to sequence the children’s learning and support them in achieving their full
potential.

SENCos also often undertake a ‘reasonable adjustments’ audit for pupils with SEN to ensure
the most appropriate provision is in place for each child. This reasonable adjustments audit
will be conducted by the SENCo through class observation then a feedback discussion with
the class teacher and associate teacher, if relevant.

Class Teacher Support, through high quality provision for a child with SEN means:

e The teacher is aware of every child’s specific and individual needs.

e The teacher has the highest possible expectations for all pupils in the class.

e All teaching is built on what your child already knows, can do and can understand.

+ Different teaching styles and strategies are in place so that your child is fully involved
and engaged in learning in class.

» Specific teaching or learning approaches are in place to support your child (these
may have been suggested by the SENCos).

e The class teacher has carefully checked and monitored your child’'s progress and has
decided that your child has a gap/gaps in their learning or understanding.

e« Same day intervention has the biggest impact and may only be required on a single
occasion or for a short while. If your child requires a longer period of intervention then
our team of experienced staff will carry out interventions, either one to one or in a
small group. These interventions should ideally last for one term, but if further support
is needed, they may be extended. We follow the graduated approach ‘assess, plan,
do review’ model where the impact of interventions is tracked and amended as
necessary. This ensures that the interventions are targeted, purposeful and have a
positive impact on pupils learning so that the school can consider other strategies as
necessary.

Specific Group Intervention:

e Most pupils are able to make good progress through high quality teaching in class.
However, for those requiring additional help with their learning this support may be
carried out in the classroom as part of the timetabled day, or in an additional
classroom/teaching area in the school. It may be delivered by the class teacher, an
additional teacher or by a teaching assistant.

¢ Some examples of this type of support in our school are 111 or small group tuition in
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phonics, reading skills, speech and language intervention, Lego therapy, small group
support in maths and writing, precision teaching or nurture group support.

Interventions used by class teachers and associate teachers throughout the 2023-2024
academic year include:

e Maths- Power of 2, Plus 1, Times Table rockstars, precision teaching of number bonds
or multiplication table facts, Dyscalculia Toolkit.

e English- Toe by Toe, NESSY, Hairy Reading, daily reading, reading comprehension, pre-
teaching, precision teaching of spelling and reading, handwriting, phonics, RWI
phonics catch-up.

e Speech and Language - Talkboost, Speechlink, Language Link, pre-teaching,
Language for Learning, individually designed interventions by speech and language
therapists, Attention Bucket, social skills.

e Fine and Gross Motor: fine motor/hondwriting, BEAM, Teodorescu Write from the Start,
Clever/funky fingers, gross motor skills.

e Other: sensory circuits, Lego therapy , Therapy dog and ESA animal

As well as the interventions listed above, we also provide other support for children such as
bereavement support and emotional support through access to our play therapist, Gerry
Dixon, or counsellor, Julie Sillett. Our Family Liaison officer, Claire Allen, also runs wellbeing
groups including Anxiety Gremlins. The SEND administrator, Ella Lucia also delivers bespoke
‘Understanding my ADHD’ groups.

The expertise and training of staff to support children and young people
with SEN, including how specialist expertise will be secured

The SENCos ensure that the class teachers have the support they need to plan for children
with SEND in their class. Mainstream Core standards are adhered to and referenced when
catering for pupils with SEND. A copy of the mainstream core standards adapted for parents
and carers can be found by clicking here.

Oakfield Primary Academy provides continual professional development opportunities for
training and support for all staff to improve the teaching and learning of children, including
those with SEND. This includes whole school training on SEND issues (delivered by the SENCo
or visiting professionals) such as Autism Spectrum Disorder and speech and language
difficulties. The SENCo is able to offer or organise staff training in an area of SEND to enable
the staff to extend their knowledge and have access to the latest information. Training
providers that can be approached are: Specialist Teaching and Learning Service, Educational
Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Physio-therapists
and dyslexia specialists. The SENCos attend training courses, regular SENCo forums and
conferences to maintain a current working knowledge of SEND and this information is
disseminated to the rest of the team at Oakfield Primary Academy.
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With specific reference to pupils with SEN, class teachers are invited to termly SEN surgeries
facilitated by the SENCos, offered or directed to attend specific CPD delivered by Dartford
Specialist Teaching and Learning Service or through Virtual Schools Kent.

Details of associate teachers and their training and qualifications
o NVQ Teaching Assistant Level 2

Diploma 2 in Understanding Autism

Introduction to Intensive Interaction

Introduction to Attention Autism

Makaton Level 1

Picture Exchange STLS course

Making Sense of Autism Training (Autism Education Trust)

Managing Challenging Behaviour and Strategies

Communication Strategies for Early Communicators

o 0O O O O O O O

Details of SENCo/Inclusion lead’s training and qualifications
Julia McCloskey, Deputy Headteacher, SENCo for Years 5-6

o B.Ed (Hons) Primary Education with Maths (15t class Honours)
Qualified teacher status
National Award for SEN Co-ordination
Deputy Designated Safeguarding lead status and refresher training
Safer Recruitment trained

o O O O

Karen Silva-Netto-Short, Assistant Headteacher and SENCo for Years 2-4 and the SRP
o B.Ed (Hons) Primary Education with Art

MSc in Behaviour Analysis

Deputy Designated Safeguarding lead status and refresher training

NCFE Cache Level 2 certificate in Understanding Autism

Safer Recruitment trained

o O O O

Keeleigh Jackson, SENCo for Reception and Year 1
o BA (Hons) Childhood and Youth Studies (1¢t class Honours)
o PGCE in Early Years, Equality, Inclusion and Citizenship
o Qualified teacher status

Nicola Dixon, SENCo for Nursery
o BA (Hons) Early Years Management
o NNEB
o Early Years Advanced Senco Award
o Elklan speech and language support practitioner
o Safer Recruitment trained

Specialist support provided in school by outside agencies, e.g. Speech and Language
therapy:.

This means a pupil has been identified by the SENCos and Class teacher as needing some
specialist support in school from an external professional.

Parents and carers will be asked to give permission for the school to refer their child to a



specialist professional if it is felt that professional support is heeded. This will help school and
home to better

understand the child’s needs and will allow the professional to recommend strategies or
resources to support the child. For example, a speech therapist will assess a child’'s speech
and may draw up a programme of support which focuses on specific sounds. Teachers or
associate teachers will then deliver this programme in school as instructed and the therapist
will review this accordingly.

Some of the professionals who work regularly with children at Oakfield include:
e Speech and Language Therapists (SALT)
e Local Inclusion Forum Team Specialist Teachers
e Educational Psychologists
e Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy
e Child & Young Person Mental Health Service (CYPMHS)
e Counsellor

Details of specialists and their qualifications who work directly with staff, pupils, parents and
carers at Oakfield include:

Kainat Igtidar Victoria Facey Sharon  Armstrong | Carey Godwin
Speech and | Clinical Manager Gillard Educational
Language Therapist | Specialist Speech & | Occupational Psychologist
Allen speech and | Language Therapist | Therapist - Evolve HCPC Reg.
language Allen  Speech & | MRCOT HCPC Reg. PYLOO570
MRCSLT, HCPC Reg Language Ltd.

MRCSLT, HCPC Reg.

After accessing the services above, in consultation with parents and carers, should SENCos
feel that more specialist expertise is required, the child’'s case will be presented at the Local
Inclusion Forum Team meeting where Dartford Specialist Teaching and Learning Service will
assess what other provision could be provided. This may relate to Kent's Local offer which can
be found here.
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Evaluating the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young
people with SEN

If parents or carers are concerned about how their child is getting on at school, the first point
of contact is the class teacher. If parents or carers continue to be concerned that their child
is not making progress, or has needs that are not being supported, the relevant SENCo should
be consulted.

At this meeting or during this conversation, Oakfield staff will listen to concerns shared and
will plan any additional support the child may need, and we will discuss any referrals we would
like to make to outside professionals who will be able to support the child.

The quality of classroom teaching provided to pupils with SEND is monitored through a
number of processes which include:
¢ Classroom observation by the senior leadership team, the SENCo, external verifiers.
¢ Ongoing assessment of progress made by pupils with SEND.
¢ Review meetings to discuss data, planning, lesson observations and quality of work in
the children’s books.
¢ Teacher and TA meetings with the SENCo to provide advice and guidance on meeting
the needs of pupils with SEND,
e Analysis of provision maps (RAG rating)

Pupils’ attainment is tracked using the whole school tracking system (O-track) and those
failing to make expected levels of progress are identified very quickly. These pupils are then
discussed in termly progress meetings that are undertaken between the class teachers and
the Senior Leadership team. Additional action to increase the rate of progress will be then
identified and recorded. Where it is decided during this early discussion that special
educational provision is required to support increased rates, parents and carers will be
informed that the school considers their child may require SEN support and their partnership
sought in order to improve attainments.

Class provision maps are also used to monitor the impact of the interventions used
throughout the school. This enables us to constantly enter the cycle of assess, plan, do, review
to ensure interventions are having a meaningful impact.

Individual provision plans and Education Health Care plans are also reviewed three times’
annually where provision is evaluated for the children on these plans. For some children,
review meetings are held more often, as and when required.

How Oakfield involves other bodies, including health and social care
bodies, local authority support services and voluntary sector
organisations, in meeting children and young people’s SEN and measures
to prevent bullying

The child's class teacher will be regularly available to discuss a child’s progress or any other
concerns a parent or carer may have. As well as contact with school, there is other support
available for parents and carers:



Information Advice and Support Kent (IASK) provides impartial advice, support and
information for parents and carers with children/young people who have special needs. They
have a confidential helpline, and can support with home visits, attending meetings, guiding
you through SEN processes and completing paperwork. The telephone number is 0300 413000.

There are many groups and support sessions to support parents of children with a range of
different needs, for example: Family Support Outreach Workers can visit and support you at
home. There are also social groups e.g. baby and toddler sessions, and classes to help with
parenting, managing behaviour etc.

Arrangements for handling complaints from parents and carers of
children with SEN about the provision made at the school

Initially we would ask you to speak with your child's teacher, year group leader or the SENCo.
The school's complaints policy can be found on the school website here.
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